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appropriate to the differences of character is akin to that with which we contemplate differences of temperament and feature. Whatever terms, originally ethical, we may retain, must be thrown, like coins after a revolution, into the melting-pot, and reissued with a new image and superscription, representing, instead of the scales of equity, the laurel of ambition or the half-open flowers of hope: they must all be prospective^ an artifice of management, to extort, by stimulus of promise or check of deterrent fear, the conduct which we want. But praise administered by way of patronage, indignation pretended by way of preventive, are tricks of discipline, empty of moral affection, and are at best like the beneficent insincerity of the physician who is intent on keeping up at all events the spirits of his patient. I conclude therefore that, in reducing the conflict of affections to a simple trial of strength between two necessities, Spinoza leaves no room for a doctrine of Duty, and renders morality possible for man, only in the sense in which you may predicate it of a horse.
In treating the conflict between feeling and understanding as an encounter of two necessities, I may seem perhaps to misrepresent Spinoza; inasmuch as he claims one of them, viz. the activity of the mind's own essence, as the very type of Freedom, and in the last Part of his ' Ethica' selects the phrase ' free man' to designate the subject of this activity. This is true; but the very same relation which is here described as ' freedom' is in the earlier part of the work taken as the true type of 'necessity? For it is nothing else than his 'geometrical' nexus, the immanent sequence of the explicit from the implicit contents of a defined essence, which is the vital root of all his philosophy j and it is to this that he resorts whenever he wants the most impressive illus tration of necessity. The essences of things emerge frorr the Divine attributes, the properties of men from the essence of humanity, with the same 'necessity' that equalises th< radii of a circle, and determines all modes to follow fron * the nature of God.' That all nature is a scheme of neces